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SUBSTANTIVE CHANGE POLICY 
Procedures 

  
The SACSCOC Substantive Change Policy and Procedures document provides extensive 
guidance on what constitutes substantive change and what notifications, approvals, or 
extensive reviews are necessary for each type of change under various circumstances.  The 
types of substantive change detailed in the chart below are representative of common changes 
encountered at Laurel Ridge.  They are not, however, exhaustive.  The President, the Vice 
President of Academic and Student Affairs (VP ASA), and the Institutional Accreditation Liaison 
(IAL) are responsible for monitoring Laurel Ridge’s status in regard to all other substantive 
changes and coordinating the appropriate notification to SACSCOC.  
 

  

https://sacscoc.org/app/uploads/2019/08/SubstantiveChange.pdf
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Glossary of Terms:    
Branch campus: A location of an institution that is geographically apart and independent of the 
main campus of the institution. A location is independent of the main campus if the location is   

• permanent in nature   
• offers courses in educational programs leading to a degree, certificate, or other 

recognized educational credential • has its own faculty and administrative or 
supervisory organization and   

• has its own budgetary and hiring authority Contractual Agreement – typically is one in 
which an institution enters an agreement for receipt of courses/programs or portions of 
courses or programs (i.e., clinical training internships, etc.) delivered by another 
institution or service provider.   

 
Consortial Relationship: A consortial relationship typically is one in which two or more 
institutions share in the responsibility of developing and delivering courses and programs that 
meet mutually agreed upon standards of academic quality.   
 
Cooperative academic arrangement: An agreement between a SACSCOC-accredited institution 
and another entity (or entities) to deliver program content recorded on the SACSCOC 
institution’s transcript as its own.    
 

Program – A coherent course of study leading to a for-credit credential including a degree, 
diploma, certificate, or other generally recognized credential.  Exception:  General education, 
for substantive change purposes, is usually considered a program even if a credential is not 
awarded.  
 

Teach-out plan - A written plan developed by an institution that provides for the equitable 
treatment of students if an institution, or an institutional location that provides 50% or more of 
at least one program, ceases to operate before all students have completed their program of 
study, and may include, if required by the institution's accrediting agency, a teach-out 
agreement between institutions. This applies to the closure of an institution, a site, or a 
program. Teach-out plans must be approved by SACSCOC in advance of implementation.  
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